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Introduction
As part of DruidGregory, a Galway 

2020 commission, Druid has created 

free educational resources about the  

Galway writer, Lady Gregory. These 

resources are now available to every 

primary school in Galway. 

Lady Gregory was a Galway writer 

who celebrated the people of Galway. 

We hope to introduce primary school 

children to Lady Gregory and, through 

her example, to inspire the children of 

Galway to get reading and writing.

All these resources are available at 

www.druid.ie/get-involved/education 

Resources
The DruidGregory resources include an 
educational video about Lady Gregory and Lady 
Gregory Activity Sheets.

The aim of these resources is to inspire Galway 
children to fall in love with stories and to follow 
Lady Gregory’s example and get writing.

We want young Galway readers and writers to 
think: ‘Lady Gregory grew up in Galway, just like 
me. I too could become a great writer, just like her!’

The educational video has been made especially 
for Galway primary schools. The video takes 
students on a journey around Lady Gregory’s 
home in Galway, Coole Park, and introduces them 
to who Lady Gregory was and what she achieved. 
The video also introduces the themes explored in 
the Activity Sheets.

The Lady Gregory Activity Sheets are divided by 
class groupings, but you are welcome to pick and 
choose which activities would be most appropriate 
for your students. With the recent interruptions to 
children’s learning, you will be able to select the 
best fit for the children in your class. 

There are two activities associated with each level:

• A Puzzle Activity that provides the
opportunity to familiarise students with
aspects of Lady Gregory’s life and work,
for example: colouring-in, wordsearch and
crossword.

• A Creative Activity that encourages students
to be inspired by Lady Gregory and to get
creative themselves.

Every student will also receive a special colour-in 
bookmark. We will be posting these bookmarks to 
every primary school in Galway city and county in 
October. The aim of the bookmark is to celebrate 
Lady Gregory, and to encourage children to get 
reading.

http://www.druid.ie/get-involved/education
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Activity Sheets Information
We recommend showing your students the video about Lady Gregory before 

they complete these activities. This will provide a context for their work.  

Breakdown of the activities 

Junior & Senior Infants:
Puzzle Activity:  Colour in Lady Gregory’s house
Creative Activity:   Identify and draw your favourite reading spot

1st & 2nd Class:
Puzzle Activity: Maze activity (Lady Gregory’s writing paper blew 

off in the wind, help her to find it!)
Creative Activity: Identify and draw your ideal writing spot

3rd & 4th Class:
Puzzle Activity: Lady Gregory Wordsearch
Creative Activity: Collect a story – talk to an older person that you  

know and write down a story from their childhood

5th & 6th Class: 
Puzzle Activity: Lady Gregory Crossword
Creative Activity: Choose a title of one of Lady Gregory’s plays and 

write your own story inspired by that title

PAGE 4
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Junior & Senior Infants:

Puzzle Activity: Colour in Lady 
Gregory’s house 

Coole House is no longer standing. It was 
demolished after Lady Gregory’s death. However, 
if you visit Coole Park you will see that the raised 
footprint of the house is still there, so it’s possible 
to stand on the exact spot where the house used to 
be.  

There are photos of the house (included in the 
video), so we know what it once looked like. 
However, these photos are in black and white so 
they don’t show what colour the house once was. 
Therefore, your students are free to use their 
imaginations to decide what colour (or colours!) 
the house should be.

Creative Activity: Your Favourite 
Reading Spot!

Becoming a great writer usually starts with 
becoming a great reader. This activity is designed 
to get your students thinking and talking about 
the enjoyment of reading. At a young age, the 
most enjoyable aspect of reading is often the 
context in which you read. For example, the 
experience of sharing books with a parent at 
night-time or sitting on a grandparent’s lap makes 
the book even more special. Perhaps some 
children most enjoy reading books independently 
- maybe tucked up in bed, or sitting under a tree,
or at the beach. Talking about and celebrating our
favourite reading spots might help some children
to see reading books as something fun, exciting
and special. By sharing their favourite spots, they
will hopefully inspire one another and foster a new
appreciation for reading.

Lady Gregory loved stories and reading books. 
She loved to read beside the fireplace, surrounded 
by the books in her library at Coole Park.  

Suggestion: reading Extract 1 from Me & 
Nu (page 11 in this pack) would be a great 
accompaniment to this activity. In this extract, 
Lady Gregory is reading to Anne and Nu beside 
the fireplace in the library at Coole Park. 
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1st & 2nd Class:

Puzzle Activity: Maze – ‘Help Lady 
Gregory Find Her Missing Page!’

This activity is designed to familiarise your 
students with some of the features of Coole Park. 
Coole Park was a writer’s retreat - a place where 
writers would go to find inspiration and to find a 
nice place to write. Coole Lake and the Nut Wood 
were some of the places where writers found 
most inspiration. The writers who came to Coole 
Park were invited to carve their initials into the 
Autograph Tree in the Walled Garden. 

Suggestion: reading Extracts 2 and 3 from Me 
& Nu (pages 13 and 16 in this pack) would be 
a great accompaniment to this activity. These 
extracts describe some of the writers in Coole 
Park and the Autograph Tree.

Creative Activity:  
Your Ideal Writing Spot!

Lady Gregory’s home, Coole Park, was a Writers’ 
Retreat. A Writers’ Retreat is a place where writers 
go to get inspiration (or ideas) for their writing 
and to find a nice place to write. 

Lady Gregory and many other brilliant Irish writers 
wrote their stories in Coole Park.  Going to Coole 
Park helped them to write their stories because 
they had peace and quiet there. They also liked to 
write in Coole Park because the park itself inspired 
them (gave them lots of exciting ideas). Some 
writers got their best ideas among the tall trees as 
they walked the winding trails through the woods. 
Other writers went to the lake to get ideas for new 
stories. Some writers were most inspired when 
they were enjoying the beautiful flowers in the 
gardens.

This activity is an opportunity for discussion with 
your students about what places might help them 
to write their stories. Is there somewhere special 
that inspires them (gives them lost of ideas)? 
Perhaps this is somewhere quiet: a quiet walk in 
the woods might inspire a story about a tiny fairy 
who lives under the leaves on the forest floor. 
Perhaps they would prefer somewhere noisy, with 
lots of people around: clambering on a climbing 
frame in a playground might inspire a story about 
a pirate climbing up to the lookout spot on a 
pirate ship. Or maybe they get their inspiration 
closer to home. Perhaps they have a favourite 
spot in the garden that gives them exciting ideas, 
or a cosy nook in their house where they have 
space to think? Maybe they get most creative 
when they are inside a blanket fort that they have 
built in their bedroom. Discuss where they might 
like to be when they write their next stories, their 
Writer’s Retreat.

Children can be as literal or as imaginative with 
this activity as they like – responses might vary 
from the desk where they do their homework, to 
writing on the moon!

Suggested talking points:  
What is creativity?  
What does inspiration mean? 
What does imagination mean?

Suggestion: reading Extracts 2 and 3 from Me 
& Nu (pages 13 and 16 in this pack) would be 
a great accompaniment to this activity. These 
extracts describe some of the writers in Coole 
Park and the Autograph Tree.
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3rd & 4th Class:

Puzzle Activity: Lady Gregory 
Wordsearch

This is an opportunity for students to become 
more familiar with the words and themes 
introduced in the video. 

Suggested extension for this activity: discover 
more about the five writers mentioned – Lady 
Gregory, George Bernard Shaw, John Millington 
Synge, William Butler Yeats and Seán O’Casey. 

Creative Activity: Collect a story – 
talk to an older person that you know 
and write down a story from their 
childhood.

People love to tell their stories. There is a special 
opportunity for understanding and bonding when 
older people share stories from their past with 
young children. This can also help young children 
to understand a little more about the world and 
how it has changed.

Writing down the stories that we are told imbues 
them with importance. For children, this activity is 
an opportunity to highlight the value of the stories 
that the people in their lives can share. 

We have suggested that the conversation should 
happen over the phone in recognition of the risk 
that Covid-19 poses to older people.

This activity relates to Lady Gregory’s passion for 
folklore. She travelled all over Galway to collect 
stories from the people she met. She amassed a 
huge collection of folklore in her time. 

Folklore definition: stories, sayings, traditions or 
beliefs that are passed down from generation 
to generation.

Suggestion: read Extract 5 from Me & Nu 
(page 19 in this pack) about Lady Gregory 
collecting stories.



DRUID | DRUIDGREGORY | EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FOR PRIMARY SCHOOLS  PAGE 8

5th & 6th Class:
Puzzle Activity: Lady Gregory 
Crossword Puzzle

The answers to the crossword can all be found 
within the ‘Crossword Fact Sheet’. Ensure that 
each of your students has one of these as they will 
need it to complete the crossword.  

This is an opportunity to learn about Lady 
Gregory in more detail than is presented in the 
video.

Creative Activity:  
Write Your Own Story!

This is an opportunity for children to use their 
imaginations and to come up with their own 
stories, using one of Lady Gregory’s story titles as 
a jumping-off point.  

We hope that your students will let their 
imaginations run wild and respond to the titles in a 
creative and unique way.
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Further Engagement 

Suggestions for further engagement 
and extending learning

Read Me & Nu: childhood at Coole by Anne 
Gregory

Lady Gregory’s granddaughters, Anne and Nu, 
grew up in Coole Park with Lady Gregory. Anne 
wrote a book from her perspective as a child 
growing up in Coole Park. The book is called Me 
and Nu: childhood at Coole. This book is very 
engaging for children and would be a lovely book 
to read in class. It contains stories about Lady 
Gregory herself, trips to the Abbey Theatre with 
Lady Gregory, and about the famous Irish writers 
who came to Coole Park. It is accessible and 
funny and a great way to make this topic fun for 
children. 

Explore some of Lady Gregory’s plays 
for young audiences
You could read these plays in class, and even get 
your students to act out their favourite sections.

The Dragon 
Lady Gregory’s play The Dragon was written for 
her granddaughters and would be a great play to 
explore with your class. It’s about a feisty princess 
and the dragon who is planning to eat her! It is 
funny and silly. 

The Golden Apple 
This play is a fable about the King of Ireland. He 
is dying and sends his son Rury to win the golden 
apple, the elixir of life. To get the apple, Rury 
has to journey through the wood of wonders, the 
giant’s castle, the mountain of flame and the hill of 
the pointed spears. 

School display 

You and your students could create a school 
display board to celebrate Lady Gregory.

Visit Coole Park and the Kiltartan 
Gregory Museum

Lady Gregory’s house is no longer standing, but 
the grounds of Coole Park (including the Walled 
Garden, the Nut Wood and Coole Lake) are open 
to the public. You could plan a class trip to Coole 
Park in Gort. There is also a museum dedicated to 
Lady Gregory just a short drive from Coole Park. 
This is called the Kiltartan Gregory Museum. This 
would be a great accompaniment to a visit to the 
park.  

www.coolepark.ie/education/  
www.kiltartangregorymuseum.org/tours 

https://www.coolepark.ie/education/
https://www.kiltartangregorymuseum.org/tours
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Extracts From Me and Nu 
By Anne Gregory
Lady Gregory’s granddaughters, Anne and Nu, grew up in Coole Park with Lady Gregory. Anne wrote a 
book from her perspective as a child growing up in Coole Park. The book is called Me and Nu: childhood 
at Coole. 

Extract 1 – Lady Gregory reading to Anne and Nu
From Chapter 1

Grandma put down [the book] . . . and laughed and laughed, tears poured 
down her face, and she dabbed at them with her pocket handkerchief. 

My sister Nu and I were . . . sitting on the floor in front of the library fire . . .

“Oh Grandma, please don’t stop – please read another story,” we begged. “You 
can’t stop now . . . it’s not nearly bedtime.” 

. . . 

It was heavenly in the library. 

We always came in after tea in the winter, and sat in front of the enormous 
open fire, burning the great logs of beech, ash and fir cut daily by Mike and 
Paddy, and stacked by them in great baskets on either side of the fireplace. 

. . . 

There was a very special smell in the library. The whole room was lined from 
ceiling to floor with books in old leather bindings. Our great great grandfather, 
Grandma told us, had been a great scholar and a great collector, and there 
were a lot of beautiful and valuable books there. 

We used to creep in to the library surreptitiously now and then, and take 
one out of a shelf to look at. But we must have been unlucky, as they were 
indescribably dull. Sometimes we thought that perhaps the best must be at 
the top, and we’d climb to the top of the library steps to get one from near the 
ceiling, but we never found anything to interest us at all; nothing with coloured 
pictures or drawings or anything like that.

. . . 

The curtains added to the special smell in the library. We thought that they 
were rather dull old things, rather faded, but of course part of the library, and 
we were affronted when we got a terrific chiding for playing ‘tig’ in and out of 
them in the three windows. “Those were specially made and hand-painted for 
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the tent of the Maharajah of Cawnpore at the Jubilee” Grandma told us, “and 
were given by him to your grandfather as a present as a special gesture of 
friendship. You really must treat them with more respect.” We gave the curtains 
a sour look. How boring; and no more tig. 

Grandma shut the book with a firm clap, and we knew that no entreaty, 
however heartfelt, would make her go on reading once the book had been shut 
like that. 

Bed.

. . .

Grandma read to us every evening. Fennimore Cooper’s ‘The Last of the 
Mohicans’ was one of our favourites. ‘Huckleberry Finn’ and ‘Tom Sawyer’ were 
all right, but the horrible story of the cave and the bats was nearly unbearable, 
and I had horrid daymares about them, whenever we went near the caves in 
the Galway Avenue. ‘Vice Versa’ we thoroughly enjoyed, and ‘Peep of Day’ was 
Sunday reading, but ‘Swiss Family Robinson’ was our favourite. 

‘Swiss Family Robinson’ was marvellous, and daily we tried to do what the 
family had done the night before. 

. . .

We made splendid tree houses, using nothing that Swiss Family Robinson would 
not have had with them on the island, and spent hours sitting in them talking, 
while Pud, my pony and Tommy, Nu’s donkey, happily ate bits of hazel leaves 
and twigs below. 
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Extract 2 – Writers at Coole 
George Bernard Shaw and WB Yeats
From Chapter 4

It must have been some time before this that Bernard Shaw was staying with 
us. He came quite a lot when we were very small, but later on he hardly came at 
all. He seemed enormously tall to Nu and me, and we often wondered if he had 
to brush and comb his beard, like our hair, every day. We didn’t dare to ask him 
outright, and though we hinted quite a lot, he didn’t answer. 

While there were visitors at Coole, Grandma didn’t read to us, but we always 
went to the library or drawing room for about an hour after tea, before going 
on up to bed. 

G.B.S. was one of the nicest visitors at Coole, and always said that he’d play 
a game with us. I can’t really remember playing any game with him, except 
‘Hunt the Thimble’. He was very good at this game, and was incredibly quick 
at spotting where we’d hidden the thimble which infuriated Nu and me, as we 
could usually fox other adults, and even each other, sometimes. I’m not quite 
sure when or how it dawned on us, that G.B.S. was cheating. It started as a 
sort of awkward feeling that he went too directly to the place we’d hidden the 
thimble; he couldn’t always be so clever? . . . and then one evening – having 
talked it over earlier in the day – we arranged that I would watch him through 
my fingers while Nu hid the thimble. (I gave Nu my solemn word that I wouldn’t 
look at her at all.) To my utter horror I saw G.B.S. turn round – quite blatantly – 
and look . . . definitely look through his fingers where Nu was hiding it. 

It was so embarrassing. A grown-up actually cheating. I had never been in a 
situation like this before. You couldn’t accuse a grown-up of cheating, but you 
couldn’t possibly play ‘Hunt the Thimble’ when you were bound to lose every 
time. The whole thing was unthinkable – and I did the only thing I could think of 
on the spur of the moment – I burst into a flood of tears. I did this fairly easily 
– either involuntarily or on purpose – and had found that one didn’t have to
explain the reason for the flood, until the noise and dampness had gone.

G.B.S. was very upset, and kept pressing me to tell him what was wrong, and he 
was sure that he could make it better. But how could I tell him that I was howling 
because he’d been cheating for days and days. I was sent up to bed in disgrace, 
Nu with me, which was bad luck for her, but when she heard about G.B.S. she 
was as shattered as I was by the horror of the whole thing. Luckily G.B.S. was 
leaving the next day, so we were spared the awfulness of having to decide what 
to do about playing with him again. 

In the evening we told Grandma about it, and how awful it all was. Grandma 
laughed till the tears fell down on to her lap. 

G.B.S. wasn’t cheating ! he thought we’d seen him looking all the time and 
thought it was a joke, and that he was making the game more amusing. We 
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were far from amused, secretly feeling that it might seem funny to a grown-up, 
but to us it was still dishonest; though we felt rather bad that we had actually 
accused him of such a big crime, if he really didn’t think it was such a terrible 
thing to do. 

However, at Grandma’s suggestion later we collected a lot of his favourite 
apples – croftons that grew on two terrifically old trees in the apple garden, 
and Grandma packed them up, and posted them to him ‘with love from Anne 
and Catherine to G.B.S.’ Grandma wanted us to put ‘with love from Anne 
and Catherine to their kind playmate G.B.S.’ but we definitely couldn’t bring 
ourselves to do this. 

Some weeks after sending the apples, we got an envelope addressed to ‘The 
Misses Catherine and Anna Gregory’ and inside was a poem from G.B.S. 
written by him on the back of five picture postcards, thanking us for the apples.

Two ladies of Galway, called Catherine and Anna,  
Whom some call Acushla and some call Alanna 
On finding the gate of the fruit garden undone 
Stole Grandmamma’s apples and sent them to London. 

And Grandmamma said that the poor village schoolchildren 
Were better behaved than the well-brought-up Coole children 
And threatened them with the most merciless whippings 
If ever again they laid hands on her pippins.

In vain they explained that the woman who was battening 
On Grandmamma’s apples would die without fattening 

She seized the piano 
And threw it at Anna 

Then shrieking at Catherine “Just let me catch you” 
She walloped her hard with the drawing-room statue. 
“God save us, Herself is gone crazy” cried Marian 
“Is this how a lady of title should carry on?” 
“If you dare to address me like that,” shouted Granny,  
“Goodbye to your wages: you shan’t have a penny: 
Go back to your pots and your pans and your canisters” 
With that she threw Marian over the banisters.

“And now” declared Granny, “I feel so much better 
That I’ll write Mr Shaw a most beautiful letter 
And tell him how happy our lives are at Coole 
Under Grandmamma Darling’s beneficent rule.”

It took a little time for me to really enjoy the poem, because it began Catherine 
and Anna, instead of Anne and Catherine, and anyway my name was Anne and 
not Anna.

Grandma explained carefully that very often things had to be altered to fit a 
poem, and that this didn’t mean that he thought I was the younger by putting 
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me last, or by getting my name wrong. 

Some time after this W. B. Yeats wrote a poem for me alone, and again I wasn’t 
entirely pleased to start with. I felt it was very doggerelly and not as romantic 
as I would have liked.

Mr Yeats sent a message for me to go up to his sitting-room, and then said 
that he had written a poem called ‘Yellow Hair’ and that he had dedicated it to 
me, and proceeded to read it, in his ‘humming’ voice. We used to hear his voice 
‘humming’ away for hours while he wrote his verse. He used to hum the rhythm 
of a verse before he wrote the words, Grandma told us, and that was why his 
poems are so good to read aloud. That is what Grandma said, but on this 
occasion I was petrified. I had no idea that he was going to write a poem to me, 
and had no idea at all what one should say when he had read it aloud. 

It was agony! For once, I think I did the right thing. Nearly in tears for fear of 
doing something silly, “Read it again,” I pleaded, “oh do read it to me again.”

Obviously this was all right, for Yeats beamed, put on his pince nez attached to 
the broad black silk ribbon, and read it through again. 

Never shall a young man, 
Thrown into despair 
By those great honey-coloured 
Ramparts at your ear,  
Love you for yourself alone 
And not your yellow hair. 

But I can get a hair-dye 
And set such colour there, 
Brown or black or carrot, 
That young men in despair 
Shall love me for myself alone 
And not my yellow hair. 

I heard an old religious man 
But yesternight declare 
That he had found a text to prove 
That only God, my dear, 
Could love you for yourself alone 
And not your yellow hair. 

This time I was able to utter a stutter: “Wonderful. Thank you so much. 
Wonderful. I must go and wash my hair,” and crashed out. 

Years later Yeats broadcast some of his works on one of the first radio 
programmes from Belfast. He announced the next poem, saying it was 
dedicated to the granddaughter of his old friend Lady Gregory and that she 
had “hair like a cornfield in the sun.” This time I was thrilled, and ‘Yellow Hair’ 
sounded really rather splendid. 

. . .
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Extract 3 - The Autograph Tree
From Chapter 11

The trees, Ilex and ash and beech mainly, covered about a quarter of an acre, 
and beyond, standing apart, was a magnificent copper beech. It was to this 
tree, with its long straight trunk, that Grandma brought all the important 
people who stayed at Coole, to carve their names. She often showed us ‘GBS’ 
and ‘Augustus John’, and we actually watched Seán O’Casey carve his name. 
He was very good at it, and said that he had had a lot of practice, as he had 
often carved his name on the door of his tenement flat in Dublin. We were 
amazed. What an extraordinary thing to do and what on earth was a tenement 
flat?

Mr O’Casey, Grandma told us, had always lived in a Dublin slum, and didn’t 
know what real trees were, and I can remember walking behind them down to 
the flower garden, the first time he came to Coole, Grandma pointing out the 
big chestnuts and the enormous plane tree, and telling him their names, and 
telling him how to distinguish the different fir trees by their shape and the shape 
of their fir cones. And when we got to the garden he got terribly excited at the 
sight of the two enormous catalpas, that Grandma told him my great-great-
great-Grandfather had brought all the way back with him from one of his tours, 
travelling with the 10 feet high trees rolled in cloth, and carried by his servant 
along with all his other luggage, and finally planted them in the garden at 
Coole, where they had taken at once, and grown to this great size. 

We had heard this story often before, so it amused us that Mr O’Casey got 
so excited, and he stroked the enormous leaves as though they were alive, 
saying that he was touching something that had travelled half across the world 
hundreds of years before he himself was living. 

After he left, Grandma told us that she had had a lovely letter from him 
thanking her for his visit, and that most of it was about how beautiful the trees 
were at Coole, and that he had been going around the parks in Dublin looking 
at the trees there, seeing if he could put the names on them that he had learned 
at Coole . . . “but I haven’t yet found one tree as fine as most of the trees are at 
Coole!” 
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Extract 4 - Trips to the Abbey
From Chapter 17

Going to the Abbey with Grandma was such fun. First of all when we went 
into the foyer, we were taken to talk to the lady in the booking office, and 
then we were introduced to Mary who showed us to our places, and gave us a 
programme each, and hoped that we would enjoy ourselves; and then there 
was the thrill of the show itself. For us, who had never been inside a theatre 
before it was like magic. We could hardly follow anything that was going on, 
but it all seemed beautiful. Sally Allgood looked marvellous, and moved about 
like a queen, and we loved her because she sang a song to us for ourselves 
when we went back stage at the interval – she sang ‘I know who I love, and 
I know who loves me’ and we hoped and hoped that she would marry her 
‘Johnny’. We were convinced that this was a song she had written about herself 
and her boy. 

Barry Fitzgerald was terrific, and terribly funny, and we thought he was rather 
like John Diveney in the way he talked, and the sort of jokes he made. 

We used to go round and see some of the actors in their rooms in the interval, 
and we were always horrified to see how badly they were made up – the 
lines were so obvious, and you could see all the red on their cheeks and on 
their mouths; and yet when the next act started they looked all right again. It 
seemed like more magic that they could look so completely different on stage. 
And their dresses too, that looked so wonderful, looked so shabby and strange 
close up in their rooms, that Nu and I were really rather embarrassed by the 
whole thing. 

I think actually we really enjoyed going to the Abbey better in the mornings 
when there was no audience, and when all the real theatre people were about. 
Seán Barlow, the stage carpenter was very long-suffering, and showed us his 
workshop, and we saw lots of scenery he was making, and I remember being 
very impressed by the head he had made for Grandma’s ‘Dragon’. 

It was rather fun too, watching Dr Larchet fiddling away in the orchestra, not 
dressed up at all, and counting out loud in time to the music, while the piano(s) 
galloped along trying to keep up with him – at least so we thought. 

Lennox Robinson came in and out – rather like a ghost we thought – very very 
tall and thin and with a long thin nose. He didn’t like us much, I don’t think, and 
never spoke to us. Mr Yeats, if ever he appeared, just said “Good morning Anne, 
Good morning Catherine,” and moved majestically on. 

Whenever Grandma was a long time talking business with Mr Yeats and Lennox 
Robinson and people, Nu and I went along to Mr Millington’s office. He was 
terribly kind to us and gave us paper and pencils and paper-clips and things to 
play with, and never seemed to mind how long we stayed there. 
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We decided once, that as we were working in a theatre and had lots of paper 
and two pencils each, it would be a very good idea to write a special play – just 
for Sally Allgood and Barry Fitzgerald to act in by themselves. Mr Millington 
was the only person we told, and he promised not to tell them a word about 
it till it was finished, and I am quite sure he never did. Actually apart from the 
opening scene, which was Sally Allgood standing on a rock, saying “Who is 
that rowing on my lake?” we didn’t really get very far, because we went back to 
Coole the next day.
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Extract 5 - Lady Gregory telling stories from Kiltartan 
From Chapter 19

Grandma loved telling us stories about Kiltartan and Ireland which she had 
been told by the country people. She was wonderful at telling the stories, 
though usually we preferred her reading books to us. The stories she told us so 
often seemed perfectly normal and we couldn’t see any point in them. 

Grandma got a lot of stories from Curly the Piper who came to Coole at regular 
intervals, and sat on the seat outside the hall window for hours, while Grandma 
sat on the wooden chair, and listened to him talking and playing his pipes, and 
giving him tea and barnbrack to eat. 

. . . 

Another person who talked and talked and told Grandma stories was the 
Basket Maker. We found him much more thrilling than Curly, because Curly 
obviously couldn’t play his pipes while he talked, but the Basket Maker carried 
on weaving his baskets while telling long and involved stories to Grandma, and 
it was fascinating to see the baskets growing. He used to try to teach us how 
to make them, and though we never made anything that lasted, it was always 
a thrill to bend the withies in and out, even if we could never fasten the ends 
properly.
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About Lady Gregory 

Isabella Augusta Persse was born in 1852 at Roxborough, near Kilchreest, South Co Galway. From a 
young age she had an interest in literature, and stories of Irish heroes inspired by a nanny. In 1880 she 
married a near neighbour, Sir William Gregory of Coole who had retired from his political career firstly 
as an MP for both Dublin and Galway and later as Governor of Ceylon (Sri Lanka). She was then aged 
28 and he was 63. Their only son Robert was born in 1881.

Sir William introduced her to London society, literature, the arts and travelling. Following Sir William’s 
death in 1892, Lady Gregory then aged 40, devoted much of her time to writing, starting with 
transcribing her late husband’s memoirs. She learned Irish, initially from some of her tenants, and then 
by spending time in the Aran Islands. She used this knowledge and her early love of Irish mythology 
to translate from Irish to English the stories of Cuchulainn, Finn Mac Cumhail, the Children of Lír, and 
others.

Meeting a young William Butler Yeats in the 1890s was a turning point for both of them and they 
became lifelong friends and collaborators. They, with others, co-founded the Abbey Theatre with the 
intention of writing, producing and performing plays about Irish life for Irish people. She was one of 
the most important figures in the Irish Literary Revival of the early 20th century, not only because of 
her achievements as a playwright, but also because of the way she transformed Coole Park into a focal 
point for those who shaped that movement; making it a place they would return to time and time again 
to talk, to plan, to derive inspiration.

Lady Gregory, dramatist, folklorist and co-founder of the Abbey Theatre died on 22nd May 1932. The 
magic of Coole which inspired so many can still be experienced even though the house no longer stands. 
Her legacy of writings and tree plantings survives, described by Seán O’Casey as “her chief charmers, 
the one nearest her mind, the other nearest her heart”. In the walled garden the great copper beech 
inscribed by Seán O’Casey, William Butler Yeats, George Bernard Shaw and Lady Gregory herself, 
amongst others, still stands.

“These woods have been well loved, well-tended by some who came before me, and my affection 
has been no less than theirs. The generations of trees have been my care, my comforters. Their 
companionship has often brought me peace.” – Lady Gregory, Coole, 1931

(Biography from coolepark.ie)

Further information on Lady Gregory can be found at: 

www.kiltartangregorymuseum.org/ 

www.coolepark.ie/ 

https://www.kiltartangregorymuseum.org/
https://www.coolepark.ie/
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About Druid

Based in Galway, Druid is a writer’s theatre, exploring ambitious projects, reimagining classics and 
premiering new work annually. The company continues to nurture playwrights through its New 
Writing programme while also presenting classics from Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot to John B. 
Keane’s Sive. At the heart of our artistic programme is the Druid Ensemble who work closely with the 
Artistic Director, Garry Hynes, and the Druid team to deliver a varied and ambitious body of work.

Druid passionately believes that audiences deserve to see first class professional theatre in their 
own communities. The company has toured the length and breadth of Ireland as well as touring 
internationally to the UK, USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and Hong Kong.

The company’s successes include: The Beauty Queen of Leenane by Martin McDonagh (1996), in a 
co-production with the Royal Court Theatre, which went on to win four Tony Awards, including Best 
Director for Garry Hynes, the first woman to win an award for directing in the history of the Tony 
Awards; The Leenane Trilogy by Martin McDonagh, in a co-production with Royal Court Theatre, 
London (1996-2000); DruidSynge – all six John Millington Synge plays in a single day (2005); 
DruidMurphy – Plays by Tom Murphy (2013), a trilogy of Conversations on a Homecoming, A Whistle 
in the Dark and Famine; DruidShakespeare: Richard II, Henry IV (Pts. 1&2), Henry V (2015), a new 
adaptation by Mark O’Rowe in a co-production with Lincoln Center, New York; DruidShakespeare: 
Richard III in a co-production with the Abbey Theatre (2018); Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett 
(2016-2018) which opened at Galway International Arts Festival and by the end of 2018 had toured 
Ireland twice, played at the Abbey Theatre, Edinburgh International Festival and several US cities and 
prestigious venues; Anton Chekhov’s The Cherry Orchard in a version by Tom Murphy (2020) opened 
at the Black Box Theatre, Galway and became the first Irish theatre production to be live streamed to 
cinemas across Ireland and the UK.

‘Ireland’s most prestigious theatre company’- Irish Independent

‘A world class company rooted in the cultural fabric of Galway’- Irish Times

www.druid.ie 

PAGE 20

http://www.druid.ie
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About DruidGregory
A Galway 2020 Commission

“I have often thought our ghosts will haunt that path and our talk hang in the air.” 
Lady Gregory

Druid returns to live theatre in the magic fields, woods and gardens of Coole Park in a tribute to, and an 
animation of, the life and works of Galway’s Augusta Lady Gregory. Launched in the historic setting of 
her Coole Park home, DruidGregory will include five of Lady Gregory’s one-act plays, performed by a 
company of 12 actors and musicians, and directed by Garry Hynes.

This will be followed by a barnstorming 14 venue, 4-week tour of Gregory’s beloved county Galway, 
from Portumna to Glenamaddy, Ballinasloe to Clifden, and many more communities in between. The 
tour will include unique one-off outdoor performances at some of Galway’s world-famous, historic sites 
such as Kylemore Abbey, Teach an Phiarsaigh and Ballyglunin Station.

The plays include The Rising of the Moon, Hyacinth Halvey, The Gaol Gate, McDonough’s Wife and the 
revolutionary Cathleen ní Houlihan (written with WB Yeats). The project will also include some of her 
poetry and other writings, as well as music and dance.

Performed entirely outdoors and fully embracing all restrictions in place due to Covid-19, Druid 
will launch this ambitious project in the celebrated home of Lady Gregory, in a week-long series of 
performances amid the paths and parklands of Coole.

Here is a short synopsis of the DruidGregory plays: 

Cathleen Ní Houlihan by Lady Gregory and WB Yeats

The revolutionary play that was on the opening bill of the Abbey Theatre in 
December 1904 and which Yeats later, poetically, feared sent many young Irish 
men to their death, was co-authored by Lady Gregory though was not credited 
as such for many years. It is Killala 1798, ships are in the bay and revolution 
is in the air. As the Gillane family prepare for their eldest son’s wedding, a 
mysterious old woman appears at their door.

The Gaol Gate by Lady Gregory

After receiving an official letter in the post, Mary Cahel and her daughter-in-
law Mary Cushin travel through the night to Galway Gaol. Unable to read and 
afraid of asking help of their neighbours, they arrive at the gate hoping to find 
out what has happened their son and husband, Denis Cahel, jailed eight weeks 
previously along with two companions.
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Hyacinth Halvey by Lady Gregory

The fount of all knowledge, Mrs Delane the postmistress of Cloon, is eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of the new SUB-SANITARY INSPECTOR, Hyacinth Halvey. 
Laden down with recommendations of good and saintly character, can 
Hyacinth possibly cope with the high expectations of the villagers?

McDonough’s Wife by Lady Gregory

It is the fair day in Galway and the wife of the acclaimed piper McDonough has 
recently died. But where is the wicked and roguish McDonough? Will he return 
in time (and with enough money!) to ensure his wife receives a proper, dignified 
burial? 

The Rising of the Moon by Lady Gregory

On a moonlit night in Galway, three policemen are posting WANTED notices 
offering a £100 reward. An Irish rebel has escaped prison and they fear he may 
slip their clutches by taking a boat. As he keeps watch on the pier one of the 
policemen encounters a poor ballad singer, Jimmy Walsh.
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About Galway 2020

Galway is the European Capital of Culture in 2020. 

As one of the largest cultural events in the world, Galway 2020 promises to deliver a year of thrilling, 
life-enhancing experiences through culture and the arts. 

The exciting pan-European programme for the year will see events in unexpected venues and locations 
throughout the region – on the islands, in remote villages, in fields, mountains and on beaches. 

From food, music, dance, literature and visual arts to poetry, theatre, sport and largescale spectacle, 
everyone will get the opportunity to enjoy a fun-filled, once-in-a-lifetime experience.

www.galway2020.ie   

http://www.galway2020.ie
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Contact Us
How to get in touch with Druid

Druid Website: 
www.druid.ie 

DruidGregory educational resources are available at: 
www.druid.ie/get-involved/education 

Our offices are based at:
Flood Street 
Galway

Telephone: 
091 568 660

Email Druid : 
info@druid.ie 

Illustrations by Martyna Lebryk

http://www.druid.ie
http://www.druid.ie/get-involved/education
mailto:claire.mullane@druid.ie



